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Hampton Bowman, left, President, Austin Theological Seminary student body, Austin, Tex., meets George 


Long, President of Columbia Seminary student body, Decatur, Ga., on the recent trip taken by Austin Theo- 
logical Seminary seniors to Presbyterian (U. S.) offices in Decatur, Ga., Atlanta, Ga., and Richmond, Va. 
Eighteen students and one faculty member made the trip from Austin in an airplane lent by a Dallas bus- 
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Dear Editor: 

It pains me no end to have to write this. 
I am most reluctant to take issue with any 
Christian, for I know that they are very 
sincere and that what they say and do is 
said and done for the general welfare of 
man. 

Being a Deacon in the First Presbyterian 
Church of this city and the General Super- 
intendent of its Church School, it is all the 
more painful to have to take issue with an 
outstanding Presbyterian. 

But the matter is far too fundamental— 
I think—for me to sit back and let your 
editorial in the January 3 issue of The 
Journal entitled “Is A Managed Economy 


Christian?” go unchallenged — especially 
the very first sentence in which you declare 
categorically that it ¢s unChristian — un- 


economical and a scandal of inefficiency. 

If I may say so—and I hope with due 
modesty—I think that I have a decided ad- 
vantage over you. For I am both a Chris- 
tian (at least I think that I am) and (1) 
rugged capitalist (often called a rugged in- 
dividualist), I don’t have a lot of money 
but I am capitalistic minded and have been 
for some 40 years of adult life; (2) an 
economist—having headed an international- 
ly known investment advisory service in 
Wall Street for more than 15 years. Fact 
is, I have been a student of government, 


finance, economy and business affairs for 
more than 30 years. Then you will doubt- 
less be surprised to learn that I have been 
identified with the Republican Party for 
most of my life. The whole point here is 
that by training, experience and viewpoint 
I am about as far removed from the philos- 
ophy of socialism, new’ dealism, fair 
dealism, welfareism, etc., as a man could 
be. So far as my personal preference is 
concerned I would be perfectly contented 
to “let nature take its course.” 

Now, I cannot of course record my en- 
tire philosophy here. At least one good- 
sized volume would be required to ade- 
quately and comprehensively narrate it. So 
I will have to confine myself to a few 
simple statements. 

First, I have long since come to the 
realization that we must have a “managed 
economy,” that to allow our economy to 
“run itself,” on a dog eat dog, survival of 
the fittest basis—could have but one result, 
namely a complete collapse of our economy, 
in short, economic chaos. 

Now don’t tell me that a “free economy 
has made us what we are—as a nation, the 
greatest nation on the face of the globe— 
highest standard of living, etc.” I have 
heard that all too many times already— 
and I think that I am about as weil in- 
formed along this line as any man, so I 
don’t need be told about how great this 
nation is—and how it got that way. 

Without meaning to boast, I think that 
I could probably make you fall out of your 
chair, by reciting some of the things that 
have combined to make this nation what it 
is. Suffice it to say, at this point, they in- 
clude a lot of things besides “free enter- 
prise.” 

To touch another high spot—you wil 
probably be shocked to learn that I don’t 
think we are nearly as good—as a nation— 
as we think we are. After all, what is your 
definition of a “great country?” Well, if I 
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were to define a great nation in a few 
words I would say that it is—or would be 
—a nation in which all people enjoyed a 
fair standard of living. 

Do we have that? We certainly do not— 
and you know it! I can take you four 
blocks from where I am sitting—in the 
heart of the business district of this small 
city—and show you family after family 
that is living like rats. I dare say that you 
wouldn’t have to go many blocks from the 
heart of Asheville to find similar condi- 
tions. I know from years of close observa- 
tion that one needs only go a few blocks 
from Wall Street, or Fifth Avenue or Park 
Avenue (three of the wealthiest streets on 
the face of the globe) to find identical con- 
ditions. 

Now, can you stick out your chest and 
say “let us alone—let us have our free 
economy and free enterprise—we are the 
greatest nation on earth and that’s how we 
got that way’” Well I can’t. As a Chris- 
tian, and as an economist, I am deeply con- 
cerned about the “extent of inequality” in 
this country. 

Thank God, much progress has been 
made in the direction of alleviating the 
hardships of those millions of people at 
the lower level of our economy—specific- 
ally in providing food, shelter, clothing 
and other care. And I hope—and expect— 
much more progress will be recorded during 
the next decade or so. 


It may be that quite a few of the in- 
novations of the past two decades are un- 
economic, in some respects (but that de- 
pends to a large extent on tho is being 
“un-eced,” that’s a new word—I just made 
it up, as you may suspect), but I am very 
certain that government activities that are 
destgned for public welfare are mot un- 
Christian. 

Now, if ail that has been done had been 
designed and executed for the (sole) pur- 
pose of “getting votes,” then I would say 
that your philosophy or belief was sound. 
I know, of course, that it has brought a 
lot of votes (and if it’s good, it is worthy 
of votes), and I’m perfectly sure that some 
things Aave been done to get votes—and if 
the general purpose of staying in office is 
to do good, then even the “buying” of 
votes is justified. 

Mark you, I am not happy about every- 
thing that has been done—I think many 
mistakes have been made and I’m sure that 
there has been a lot of demagoguery prac- 
ticed but there has also been a lot of this 
same stuff practiced by the “outs” who 
want to “get in, at any price.’’ 

Finally, Doctor, I am sure that we are 
in the midst of a “social and economic 
revolution” that has been generated bv 
changed conditions — transition from a 
sparsely populated country to a compara- 


large population, from the horse and 


tit ely 
buggy age to the fiying age—to a chemical 
Did you ever 


know of an “upheaval,’”’ such as this, down 


ind otherwise scientific ace. 


throuvh history that was not propelled by 
conditions that had become obsolete? Some- 
ody has said that “too many people are 
‘oo loval to the past.” How true that is! 


I could go on and ou, Doctor. But | 
must stop. May I be so bold as to suggest 
that you stop worrying about what is going 
on. I have an abiding faith (in God, it 
you please), that everything will work out 
to the betterment of mankind. Fifty year: 
from now our grandchildren will be tola 
by historians that the period from about 
1930 to (maybe) 1960 or 1970 marked 4 
turning point in the economic life of mu: 

I hope that I have rendered you a ser 
by this challenge. Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 
Arnie W. Werse: 
tlarrisonburg, Va. 


We appreciate Mr. Wetsel’s ex- 
ceptional business training and ex- 
perience and also the fine spirit of 
his letter. We would however sug- 
gest the following reasons for dii- 
fering from his position. 

a. We believe that he confuses a 
MANAGED economy with a 
SUPERVISED economy. In a com- 
plex society such as ours super- 
vision is absolutely necessary. It is 
the duty of the government to 
make laws governing the conduct 
of business and it is the duty of 
the government to see that these 
laws (or rules), are enforced. Bui, 
in a MANAGED economy the gov- 
ernment, as such, gets into the 
game itself and, if given the time 
and opportunity, eventually takes 
over the game of business. That is 
state socialism and we believe it 
has yet to be demonstrated that 
this offers the blessings to society 
as a whole which eventuate under 
the capitalistic system. 

b. We admit that poverty is 
found in every city and commu- 
nity. Our own personal observa- 
tion; chiefly from a medical and 
public health standpoint; is that 
extreme poverty has as its chief 
contributing factors, ALCOHOL, 
CHRONIC ILLNESS, or LAZI- 
NESS. There are many other ele- 
ments also involved and both the 
Church and the State have a grave 
responsibility to improve the con- 
ditions of mankind. But, poverty 
will never be abolished and a man- 
aged economy designed to that end 
will fail in its purpose and wreck 
the nation’s economy in the pro- 
cess. 

c. Those governmental activities 
designed for public welfare, such 
as Social Security, Pensions, 
Health Insurance, etc., etc., IN 
WHICH THE BENEFICIARIES 
ARE URGED TO CONTRIBUTE 
AND IN WHICH THEY PAR- 
TICIPATE, are not the things to 
which we object. Our objection is 
to that great realm of govern- 
mental spending and waste, de- 
signed to win the approval and the 
votes of a number of separate 
groups, each of which benefiis 
(temporarily) from the public 
treasury. We call this unChristian 
because it has been done with 
BORROWED MONEY, with no 


reasonable hope of repayment of 
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the national indebtedness and with 
almost certain fiscal insolvency as 
the ultimate end. To buy votes and 
remain in office by a handout of 
public funds is, to our way of 
thinking, unChristian, and equally 
so when practiced by either Demo- 
crats or Republicans. 

d. We do not share the compla- 
cent faith of our correspondent 
that “everything will work out to 


the betterment of mankind.” 
ETERNAL VIGILANCE IS THE 
PRICE OF LIBERTY. We DO 
have an abiding faith in God but 
we do not believe that He ap- 

proves an attitude of LAISSEZ 
FAIRE to an economic policy 
which seems calculated to lead to 
economic ruin. It is the duty of 
Christians to be personally honest. 
It is their duty as citizens to de- 


mand honesty in their government. 

It has been truly said that: “It 
is a poor bargain which sacrifices 
freedom for a fancied security.” 

We believe a supervised econ- 
omy both Christian and necessary. 
We believe time, if nothing else, 
will prove that a managed econ- 
omy is unChristian, uneconomical 
and a scandal of inefficiency. 


—L.N.B. 


EDITORIAL 


Stealing Glory 


To every Christian there comes from time to time 


praise for some task well performed. In fact, “good 
works” should be the daily fruitage of the Christian 
life. 


How often do we steal God’s glory? He has told 
us to let our lights so shine before men, “that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your father 
which is in heaven.”” How often do we take the 
credit to ourselves? 


To every Christian there also comes, in his or her 
profession, a time when there is a sense of need for 
special guidance and help from Almighty God. Spe- 
cial prayer is offered for this help; often the prayers 
of others are enlisted. God helps in a glorious way. 
Do we forget Him and accept the glory? 


A minister has a special opportunity in some pub- 
lic service. A teacher some important class to teach. 
A business man a serious business problem. A phy- 


sician a baffling or difficult case. God’s help is asked.. 


When He graciously helps, to whom do we give the 
glory ? 


Pride is certainly one of the great sins. God re- 
sists the proud; the Devil instigates pride. One day 
Moody came down from the platform to be met by 
a gushing woman: “Oh, Mr. Moody, that was a 
wonderful sermon.” His reply was: “I know it, the 
Devil told me before I left the pulpit.” 


Stealing God’s glory is a grievous sin—and we all 
are tempted to do it. When the temptation comes 
let there ever ring in our minds and in our hearts: 
‘“... that they may see your good works, and 
glcrify your Father which is in heaven.” —L.N.B. 


Third Look At Satan 
And His Devices 


We look at Satan through the revelation God has 
given us in His Word. And this revelation is the 
only satisfactory solution of the evil that is in the 
world. Evil of all sorts came by Satan. Evil was not 
inherent in the creation. God created all things 
“good.” Satan wrought the evil that threatens every 
human and tribe and creature. Our experiences are 
cumulative proof, if it were needed. Satan is out 
to destroy God and His kingdom if he can do so, by 
all the terrible means he has at his command. If 
we underestimate his purpose and ability we further 
his cause. His attacks seem to be on this wise: 
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Ist: Satan attacks God—His very existence. 

2nd: Satan attacks Christ—His Deity. 

3rd: Satan attacks the Spirit—His Personality. 

4th: Satan attacks the means of worship—the 
Sabbath or Lord’s Day. | 


Let us look at his attack on the Deity of Christ. 
If Satan can make us believe that Christ is less than 
God, he succeeds in his design to weaken and de- 
stroy God’s kingdom. God has exalted His Son to 
“the Highest place that heaven affords.” 


Satan threatened the destruction of Christ at the 
cradle. He failed, but kept on the diabolical trail. 
He made a terrific and well-planned assault on 
Christ just after His baptism, when He was at His 
weakest. Call to mind that 3-fold attack. All the 
weapons Satan had were turned on Christ. Again 
Satan failed—but he still uses those weapons on us 
and with fearful success. He tries to get us to 
believe that Christ does not have creative, miracu- 
lous power, nor Divine authority or the right to be 
worshipped and receive glory. He denies what God 
said in Eden. He questions God’s Word. Do we 
not have plenty of this today? Has a minister of 
the Gospel any right to raise a question mark in the 
pulpit or anywhere about the full authority and 
inspiration of the Word ? 


Our Bible tells us that Christ is God, “the same 
in substance equal in power and glory,” and “with- 
out Him was nothing made that was made.” 
Creator! Do we believe it? Many do not believe 
that our Saviour had any existence before Bethle- 
hem. How wonderfully does our Shorter Catechism 
answer that. Christ is the ‘“‘eternal Son of God.” 
Many do not believe that. Christ says “if ye believe 
not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins.” That 
is asking about enough to make Billy Grahams out 
of us all. 


This week I was asked ‘““What would you say 
to ask a prominent Jew to lead our noon prayer- 
meeting?’ (Prayer-meeting about the war). I said 
that I had great respect for the Jew, but he would 
not pray in the name of Christ nor want anyone 
to do so; that Christ has told us to pray in His 
name. The Jew would be embarrassed and all of 
us put to shame by denying our Lord; that I might 
go many places where I would not mention my 
mother but I would never go to a place where it 
was improper to mention her. 


When certain magazines mention matters about 
the Christian Church, they frequently name Uni- 
tarian ministers as authority. They are not authority 
in Christian Churches. They do not exalt Christ as 
the Son of God and Savior. Would you invite one 
to speak from your pulpit? He would not speak 
from mine. Christ would be wounded in His own 
house. 


Some so-called lives of Christ destroy His Deity. 
Many popular books speak sneeringly about Him. 
How the heart of Christ must bleed when He is 
crucified afresh! 


A 


I attended a union service led by a Christian. 
Jews were invited and came. There was a choir of 
40 voices. One of the songs they sang was “Have 
thine own way, Lord.” It went well until they 
came to the line “Saviour Divine.”” The whole choir 
substituted “Father” for “Saviour!’’ Had just one 
of them sang “Father,” I would have supposed it 
was a “slip”; but when they a// sang it, I knew it 
was done not to offend the Jews! How about offend- 
ing Christ? We will never win the Jews to Christ 
by lowering our standards. Christ does not want 
souls won to Him as less than Saviour and Lamb of 
God. “He that honoreth not the Son honoreth not 
the Father which hath sent Him.” John 5:24. 


“Principalities and powers and spiritual wicked- 
ness in high places” describe personalities. Satan and 
his angels with all their wiles and devices are 
desperately at work trying to tear down God's 
kingdom. A Christ who is less than God cannot 
satisfy our longings nor save nor rescue us from 
hell. O, let us grasp the Word of God which is 
Christ’s weapon of defense and aggression without 
which we shall lose this glorious war. When the 
honor and power and glory of the name of a member 
of our family is at stake, we put on the whole 
armor and go out to conquer. The Name of names 
is at stake. Shall we sit still while some malik and 
his ilk hurl insults and abuse and every barbaric 
device against the Son of God? How shall we stand 
before the judgment seat «f Christ unless we put 
the crown of King of Kings and Lord of Lords upon 
the Saviour’s brow? Our fight today is for Christ 
and His crown rights. Like David’s mighty men, 
we must take our King out of His humiliation and 
put Him on His royal throne. 


“And though this world, with devils filled, 
Should threaten to undo us, 
We will not fear, for God hath willed 


His truth to triumph through us.” 
—C.T.C. 


Alcohol And National 
Security 


Quick Magazine quotes General George Mar- 
shall, in Robert Allen’s column, as follows, reply- 
ing to the question as to where the security of the 
United States is most endangered: “I would say 
that without a doubt it is the cocktail lounge of 


Washington’s Mayflower Hotel.” 


When the Eighty-second Congress opened it is re- 
ported that two members of Congress appeared on 
the floor of the House almost dead drunk. That 
same night a group of party leaders got boisterously 
drunk at a private party in one of the hotels. 


One of the lies the devil is foisting on Americans 
today is that chronic alcoholism is a disease and must 
be so regarded. It is true that chronic alcoholics be- 
come diseased but according to God’s Word alco- 
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holism is a wilful escape into an unreal world and 
drunkenness is one of those terrible sins which 


destroy body and soul. 


If alcoholism is a disease why do we permit the 
pages of our magazines to be covered with adver- 
tisements which make attractive the way to become 
diseased ? 

If alcoholism is a disease why do we license and 
“profit” from the means of contracting the disease? 


lf alcoholism is a disease why does the Bible re- 
peatedly class it as a deadly sin, rather than to place 


it alongside the ills common to the human body? 


Alcohol and the liquor traffic are a major element 
in the moral and spiritual decline of America. Christ 
can instantly cure a drunkard who puts his trust in 
Him. He, and He alone, can save our nation from 
the downward trend which is due in part to alcohol. 


The cocktail lounge of the Mayflower Hotel may 
find diplomatic and military secrets slipping from 
tongues loosened by alcohol; but the economic, moral 
and spiritual losses to America from the same source 
stagger the imagination. —L.N.B. 


The Unity Of Isaiah* 


Dr. Allis served for many years on the Faculty of 
Princeton Theological Seminary and was the last 
editor of The Princeton Theological Review. There- 
after, he was Professor of Old Testament in West- 
minster, and has since used his clear mind and sig- 
nificant scholarship to set forth the conservative, 
Calvinistic interpretation of the Old Testament. 
This book is a worthy addition to his, THE Five 
Books Or Mosss, and a fine clarification of the 
discussion concerning the unity of Isaiah. 


Allis shows that the real issue is the determination 
of the opponents of the unity of Isaiah to make the 
prophet always ‘“‘a man of his own time” and restrict 
his message “to the men of his own time” and to 
matters of “importance” to them, and consequently 
to treat as axiomatic that a prophet could not deal 
with a “non-existent” situation. This means con- 
cretely that the advocates of several Isaiahs either 
reject entirely or radically minimize the predictive 
element in prophecy. They not only assign the last 
twenty-seven chapters of Isaiah to an unknown pro- 
phet of the Exile, they assign these twenty-seven 
chapters to at least two different unknowns and then 


abstract from Isaiah, the son of Amoz, all the pre- 


dictive sections in the first thirty-nine chapters. The 
result is that Davidson credits the Prophet Isaiah 
with two-fifths of the prophecy which goes by his 
name, and the more radical critics of this school 
credit him with only one-fifth. Dr. Allis shows that 
such representatives of this anti-predictive element 
in prophecy as Pfeiffer of Harvard, Burrows of Yale, 
and the Westminster Study Edition of the Holy 
Bible, are eliminating or radically minimizing the 
predictive elements in prophecy all along the line, 
treating concrete predictions as later accounts 
written after the event, whether these accounts 
occur in Genesis, Deuteronomy, Samuel, Kings, the 
earlier or the later chapters of Isaiah. 


As the anti-supernaturalistic mind does reject or 
qualify the truly miraculous in God’s interposition 


*Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D., The Unity Of Isaiah, 
Presbyterian & Reformed Publishing Company, 
Philadelphia, Pa., 1950, 134 pp., $2.25. 
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for the salvation of lost men, so it stumbles at the 
genuine predictions in His gracious dealings with 
His people. That this is the real nub of the drive 
against the unity of Isaiah was incidentally con- 
firmed to the reviewer by a student’s recent report 
on the teaching he received last year at Union The- 
ological Seminary, New York. There the opposition 
to the unity of Isaiah, likewise rejected the predic- 
tive elements in all parts of Isaiah. 


The consistent representatives of this school of 
criticism deny that either the earlier or the later 
chapters of Isaiah predict the coming of, or the 
events concerning, the Messiah. Meditating scholars, 
on the other hand, find in the fifty-third chapter a 
prophecy by “The Great Unknown of the Exile” 
pointing to the crucifixion of Christ. But if “The 
Great Unknown” could have so predicted the de- 
tails of the crucifixion five hundred years in advance 
thereof, why could not Isaiah, the son of Amoz, 
have foretold Cyrus a century and a half before he 
appeared. God has revealed future events to His 
servants, the prophets, as it has pleased Him. 


Positively, “for about twenty-five centuries no 
one dreamt of doubting that Isaiah the son of Amoz 
was the author of every part of the book that goes 
by his name” (Davidson). This great book is headed 
‘The vision of Isaiah, the son of Amoz, which he 
saw ... in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and 
Hezekiah.” Like every other one of the Writing 
Prophets, this has an author, and like most of them 
it has a dating. To assume that the last twenty- 
seven chapters are by one of more “Great Un- 
knowns” is out of,analogy with the other written 
prophecies, and results in ascribing to an undated 
unknown the richest section of messianic prediction. 
There is not a whit of manuscript evidence against 
the unity of this book. The recently discovered Dead 
Sea Scroll has the fortieth chapter beginning in the 
same column in which the thirty-ninth ends. Like- 
wise the Septuagint knows no break here, and this 
Isaiah Scroll and the translation of the Septuagint 
both go back to the Second Century B.C. Ecclesias- 
ticus and Josephus refer to Isaiah as the author of 
prophecies found in what higher critics call “Deutere 
Isaiah.” The New Testament quotes Isaiah by name 
about twenty times, more often than all the other 
‘writing prophets” taken together. As to the fifty- 
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third chapter, Our Lord Himself, Peter, Phillip, 
Matthew, Luke, John, Paul (Mark implicitly, Mk. 
10:45), unite in ascribing this prophecy to our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


Dr. Allis gives a full discussion of the Isaianic 
prophecies concerning Cyrus and makes a telling 
argument from the dramatic poem, 44:24-28, to 
vindicate the position that this is a genuine pre- 
diction made by the son of Amoz concerning a king 
named Cyrus who was to come and did come over a 
century later, and who (at least according to Jo- 
sephus) when he came was so impressed by this pre- 


diction made of himself that he acted on it, sending 
the eminent Jews back to rebuild Jerusalem. 


May the living God use this vigorous testimony 
to strengthen our wavering hands in HIM who 
brings things to pass as He has purposed and as He 
has often predicted! These things said Isaiah be- 
cause he saw His glory and spake of Him. May God 
grant unto us to see the glory of His Christ through 
the eyes of Isaiah as well as through the eyes of the 
New Testament writers who accepted and used the 
predictive testimony of the Prophet Isaiah. 


—Wnm. C. R. 


What Do They See? 


The proof of the efficacy of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is redeemed sinners. 


We wonder if the great need of our time is not 
more Christians who live like Christians seven days 
a week? As we come in contact with people, and as 
they come in contact with us, is there ample evidence 
that we are new creatures in Christ? 


We believe nothing will do more to aid in a great 
spiritual revival than for those who have named the 
name of Christ to really go all-out for Him. When 
church members really show in their daily lives that 
they are different from the world we believe a re- 
vival will come. 

Sharp business practices, un-Christlike behavior, 
only a nominal interest in things of the Spirit, all of 
these combine to dishonor the One we claim to 
follow. 


‘Be a Christian but do not take it too seriously,” 
has been the accepted policy of too many. Little 
wonder that a Church is only too often little better 
than a social club! 


We believe that being a Christian involves a 
clear-cut break with those practices which char- 
acterize the non-Christian. A true Christian is the 
most wholesome and the happiest person in the 
world. But, he is “im the world, not of the world,” 
and in that phrase lies the difference of two worlds 
—this one and the next. —L.N.B. 


The Philosophy 
Of Gradualism 


The unpardonable sin in the eyes of ecclesiastics 
is to point out something that is wrong in church- 
endowed and supported institutions. Each time one 
ventures to expose some practice that needs correc- 
tion we find that it strikes an extremely sensitive 
nerve. 


While we do not expect perfection even in church- 
supported institutions, it is our conviction that such 
institutions should be distinctively Christian and 
superior to others that do not bear the Christian 
label. 


There was a time when Christian men and women 
sacrificed to build Christian colleges that would be 
different. They expected these institutions “not to 
be conformed to this world but to be transformed 
by the renewing of their minds.” 


The adherents of the philosophy of gradualism 
resented what they call “‘straight-laced ideas” and 
“maintaining the status quo.”’ They sought to have 
these institutions become more and more like the 
Philistines. This was observed first of all in the 
curricula. Courses were introduced which were not 
in harmony with the teachings of the Scripture. Such 
a practice was defended on the ground of ‘“‘academic 
freedom.” Following this, the philosophy of gradual- 
ism began to operate in the field of behavior. 


The bars were let down concerning dancing. Few 
colleges that bear the name of Christ today prohibit 
dancing. The philosophy of gradualism worked 
again, and the standards were lowered concerning 
card-playing. Instead of card-playing being looked 
upon as something alien to the higher type of 
Christian living, it was considered to be a respect- 
able pastime for young Christians, and the thing to 
do to enhance their popularity. 


The philosophy of gradualism has continued, and 
the barriers against strong drink are beginning to 
be removed. Dr. Charles Ray Goff, the distinguish- 
ed Pastor of the Methodist Temple in Chicago, said 
that his eyes were opened recently in regard to this 
philosophy of gradualism when as a member of the 
Board of Trustees of a certain woman’s college he 
was invited to attend the Board meeting. 


Dr. Goff reported concerning his visit, ““When | 
arrived, the woman president of the college was 
mixing liquor cocktails and serving them. She even 
offered me one, and I had to bite my tongue to 
refrain from giving her a piece of my mind, but I 
hestitated to make a scene.”’ 


This episode so infuriated Dr. Goff that he re- 
ported it in one of his addresses. The net result was 
a delegation descended upon him rather wrathfully. 
He was criticized severely for the simple reason that 
he reported the truth. The college authorities did 
not apologize for the practice but criticized this 
Christian minister because, as they said, they were 
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starting a new endowment campaign and felt that 
Dr. Goff had hurt its chances of raising money. It 


does seem that church-supported and affiliated - 


institutions of America need to be examined afresh 
ro see if there are evidences of the philosophy of 
vradualism at work. While this vicious philosophy 
calls upon our people to be “open-minded” and 
“broad-minded,” its deadly work goes on 


For some time discerning parents have been con- 
cerned about the philosophy of gradualism in its 
re'ation to our young people’s faith while they are in 
college. An article appeared sometime ago under 
the caption, ““‘What Will College Do to your Son’s 
Religion?” We know that in a number of cases it 
has done untold harm. Another article could be 
written on “What Will College Do to your Son’s 


Character?” 


While we are being told, ““There is so much good 
in the worst of us, and so much bad in the best of 
us, that it ill behooves anybody to criticize,” we 
should also remember what Alexander Pope had to 
say on this subject of gradualism. You will recall 
his penetrating words: 

“Vice, tis a monster of such frightful mien 
That to be hated need oft to be seen, 


But seen too oft, familiar with her face, 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace.” 


Is The Plan Of Union 
To Be Protestant 
Or Catholic? 


In a recent issue of the U.S.A. Presbyterian peri- 
odical, Presbyterian Life, there is an article by Pres- 
ident John A. Mackay which is summarized in a 
January issue of Time. Dr. Mackay finds Protes- 
tantism ringed by three enemies: (1) Religious 
syncretism which makes Jesus Christ only a single 
aspect of a larger truth, thus denying that He is 
the truth; (2) Communism which substitutes for 
Christ the Proletariat as the Saviour of mankind; 
and (3) Political Catholicism of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. 

Mackay rightly distinguishes the evangelical view, 
“where Christ is there is the Church,” from the 
Roman view, “where the Church is, there is Christ.” 
He also differentiates thus: To Protestants, the 
Bible is the supreme authority upon all matters of 
belief and behaviour, the chief and permanent me- 
dium of the Christian’s communion with God. But 
to Roman Catholics, Church tradition is “equal in 
authority to the Bible. Moreover, the Church itself, 
under the leadership of an infallible pope, is ulti- 
mately more authoritative than either the Bible or 
tradition.” 


Historians of the Reformation and other current 
scholars are recognizing that, for Protestantism, the 
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Church is subject to her Lord. She is His servant 
and her word is subordinate to His. On the other 
hand, for Roman Catholicism the word of the 
Church is at least on an equal with the Word of 
Christ to be enforced with as much zeal as the Word 
of the Lord. 


Now consider whether the following action, and 
the precedent it sets for future action, be Protestant 
or Romanist. Some seventeen years ago the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the U.S.A. Church was caught 
in, and its testimony compromised by, the same re- 
ligious syncretism to which President Mackay now 
properly takes exception. Members of that Board 
shared in the Laymen’s Inquiry labelled Rethinking 
Missions and one of the missionaries under the 
Board made a brilliant and frank defense of re- 
ligious syncretism. An Independent Board was or- 
ganized in protest against this position. Then the 
U.S.A. Assembly of 1934 declared: “A church 
member or an individual Church that will not give 
to promote the officially authorized missionary pro- 
gram of the Presbyterian Church is in exactly the 
same position with reference to the Constitution of 
the Church as a church member or an individual 
Church that would refuse to take part in the cele- 
bration of the Lord’s Supper or any other of the 
prescribed ordinances of the denomination as set 
forth in Chapter VII of the Form of Government.” 


Here the Word of the Lord—His dying request, 
‘this do in remembrance of me,” is degraded to the 
level of an ordinance prescribed by the denomina- 
tion and the decisions of the U.S.A. Assemblies as 
to their Board of Foreign Missions are put on ex- 
actly the same level with it. ‘hat is, this overtly puts 
the Word of the Church on a level with the Word 
of Christ. In practise it put the word of the Church 
in front of the Word of Christ. The Stated Clerk 
of the U.S.A. Assembly used all the weight of his 
position to “crack down” on the members of the 
Independent Board. By his authority, the Presby- 
teries were torced to depose these ministers from the 
ministry and suspend them from the Lord’s Table. 
It is not recorded that the Stated Clerk used his 
high position to discipline any ministers for not 
coming to the Lord’s Supper. 


. * . * * * 


Now when the Plan of Union is presented to our 
Southern Presbyterian Church will it be modelled 
after the Constitution of the U.S.A. Church with 
its essential legal and governmental and disciplinary 
features? That seems to be what we have in the 
three Plans of Union that have been printed. And 
if it is modelled after the U.S.A. Constitution and 
interpreted according to the U.S.A. precedents such 
as this of 1934-36 (which in turn is supported by 
the precedent of the high-handed dealing of the 
U.S.A. Assembly of 1866 with the Kentucky- 
Missouri Presbyterians) will we not be entering a 
union that is more Romanist than Protestant in its 
government and discipline? 
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To maintain our Protestant heritage we request 
our Assembly’s Committee on Co-operation and 
Union to insist that the Southern Presbyterian (Re- 
formation) doctrine that Jesus Christ is the only 
- King and the sole Lawgiver in Zion be substituted 
for the U.S.A. position in the Plan of Union before 
it is submitted to our Church. In particular we ask 
for the inclusion of the following paragraphs of our 
Form of Government, that is, Paragraphs 8, 9, 10, 
11, 17, 19, 58, 179. 


“The Lorp is our judge; 
the Lorp is our lawgiver; 
the Lorn is our king; 
He will save us.” (Isaiah 33:22). 


—Wnm. C. R. 


The Galilean 


I love the Man of Galilee, 

He walked the Judean hills 

And fields, as glad laborer to be 
One with God and man. He stilled 
The storms on troubled lake, while 
Troubled hearts were gladdened 
When He spoke. The sinner vile 
He pardoned. No soul he left saddened, 
But filled with hope the outcast, 
Then on He went to Calvary 

To die for sinners such as me. 


That’s why I love you, Man of Galilee. 


—Homer Casto. 


Much 


The 


It is easy for the unbelieving and the ignorant to 
find fault with the Bible, A friend once told me 
of hearing a man say in very strong tones, “The 


Bible is full of mistakes.” 


My friend to whom this remark was made, pulled 
a Bible out of his pocket, and handing to the speaker, 
said, “Here is a Bible. Show me one of those mis- 
takes.” 


The man hung his head in shame and silence. So 
it shall be with every one who corrects it instead 
of allowing the Bible to “correct” him as God who 
gave it testifies it is profitable for. (2 Tim. 3:16). 


How much dross in the Bible? Is the Bible to be 
discredited, or discounted? Not a particle, God 
Himself being witness. For He testifies of His 
word as a whole (not patches here and there): 
“The words of the LORD are pure (Heb. purified) 
words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified 
seven times.” 


(Ps. 12:6). “As for God, His way is perfect: the 
word of the LORD is tried,” i.e., purified, as silver, 
(Ps. 18:30). God Himself being perfect, He kept 
His word entirely free from all waste matter, free 
from all refuse, all dross, There are enough rail- 
road rails in the United States to reach several times 
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around the earth, if laid end to end and singly. This 
enormous tonnage of steel is God’s gift to men. But 
He did not give a pound of it in the form of steel. 
God never made a pound of steel. But He gave the 
rough ore, buried deep in the earth. And men, with 
their God-given powers, took the ore from the earth 
and kept on refining it till they had the steel, which 
is but highly purified iron ore. 


When God, whose way is perfect, gave His 
revelation to sinners, He acted just the opposite way 
from the way He acted when He gave steel to men. 
He gave His word in the purified form, as silver 
purified in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. 
Though men have the power to refine ore of silver 
till all dross, all impurities are gone, they cannot 
refine or purify God’s word, because God Himself 
has done that, He kept all impurities, all errors, all 
imperfections out of His word. 


Never could God have left it to men to reveal His 
will. From the very nature of the case that would 
have been impossible. For the very purpose of a 
revelation is to reveal truth to men of which they 
were entirely ignorant. God alone is competent to 
reveal Himself. Besides, the very reason men stood 
in need of a revelation from God, was that they 
were utterly ignorant of salvation. 
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Opened 
Doors 


BY REV. W. W. EDWARDS 


Tyter, Tex. 


In these days of frustration and fear, increasing 
regimentation and ‘controls’ which are closing many 
doors and turning our lives along new and per- 
plexing courses, it is good to remind ourselves that 
there remain open many doors which no man can 


shut. 


The door of SALVATION is still open, and now is 
the accepted time for those who have not entered in 
through that door. Jesus is still saying to all such: 
“I am the door to the sheepfold myself.” (John 
10:9 - Charles B. Williams). 


The door of PRAYER stands wide today: “For we 
have not an high priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities ... Let us there- 
fore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need.” (Heb. 4:15,16). Shall we not, therefore, 
pray most earnestly for ourselves, for those in au- 
thority over us, for the solution of problems which 
only divine wisdom can solve, for all who suffer, for 
all agencies and ministries of mercy—and that God 
will open to all true ministers of the gospel: “A 
door of utterance, that they may speak the mystery 
of Christ.” 


For the door of WITNESSING beckons in this 
present hour, as it did to Paul in his day of oppar- 
tunity when he said: “A great door and effectual 1 


opened unto me, and there are many adversaries.” 


Though the adversaries be numerous and strong 
and conditions wax worse, yet will the door of 
DELIVERANCE (in God’s own time and place), in 
response to prayer of faith, open apparently “‘of his 
own accord” ... deliverance from oppression, perse- 
cution, fears, burdens too heavy to be borne, sorrow, 
hindrances of the flesh, wiles of the devil. 


Let us enter through these doors, in the strength 
of the Spirit, into a life of service and blessing, re- 
joicing in the fact that no man can close doors which 


God has opened. 
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AGNES SCOTT 
COLLEGE 


DECATUR 
GEORGIA 


Applicants for the Agnes Scott Competi- 
tive Contest are advised to file their 
papers immediately. The sum of $7,600 is 
available for winners. 


FOR INFORMATION 
ADDRESS 


PresIDENT J. R. MCCAIN 


Crucial Studies 


THE INSPIRATION AND AUTHORITY 
Or Tue 


By B. B. Warfield. «The ablest defense of the 
conservative view that has appeared in the English lan- 
guage.” The Inter-Varsity Magazine (London). “No 
minister of the Gospel or seminary student, alert to the 
theological tensions of the day, can afford to be without 
this volume.” United Evangelical Action (Carl F. H. 
Henry). $3.75. 


THe New MoperRNIsM 


By Cornelius Van Til.A thorough-going, first- 
hand study of “Neo-orthodoxy,” as it has found expres- 
sion in its leading exponents, Karl Barth and Emil Brun- 
ner, which in the judgment of many competent scholars 
compels the conclusion that its basic affinities are with 
Modernism rather than with Orthodoxy. $3.75. 

Tue Unity OF Isalan 

By Oswald T. Allis. In his latest book Dr. Allis 
does what he did so effectively in The Five Books Of 
Moses. He challenges another of the “assured results” of 
modern literary and historical criticism by denying with 
ample stholarship the plural authorship of the book 
known for centuries as the Book of Isaiah. $2.25. 

THE Person AND WorK 
Or CuHrRIsT 

By B. B. Warfield. «characterized by the exact 
scholarship and profundity of thought we have learned to 
associate with the name of Warfield.” Moody Monthly. 
“Of inestimable value for all those who want to make a 
study of the many-sided doctrine of Christ. It will prove 
a safe guide through the labyrinth of critical discussions, 
and a regular arsenal of weapons for those who are in- 
terested in defending the truth.” The Banner (Louis 
Berkhof). $4.50. 


The Presbyterian & Reformed 
Publishing Co. 
525 Locust St. — Philadelphia 6, Pa. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSON 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 11 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Meets Human Needs 


Scripture: Mark 6:7 - 7:23. Devotional Reading: 
Psalm 103:1-11. 


David in Psalm 103 sings of the God Who meets all our needs. He urges us to “Forget not all his bene- 


fits’: Who forgiveth—healeth—redeems us 


crowns us with lovingkindness and tender mercies. Verse 5 is 


especially applicable to our lesson: ‘Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things.” 


In His ministry here on earth we find our Saviour 
meeting all of the needs of men. He forgives sin; He 
heals all manner of sickness and disease; He redeems 
men from destruction—saves His disciples from the 
storm at sea; His lovingkindness and tender mercies 
are seen every day as He had compassion on the mul- 
titudes, scattered as sheep without a shepherd. Then, 
in the feeding of the tive thousand, He satisfies these 
hungry men. 


Qur main selection for study is this miracle of 
the feeding of the five thousand, but | want to touch 
on the paragraphs before and after this miracle in 
order to keep the connection. 


1. Sending Out The 
Twelve: 6:7-13. 


In order to meet more adequately the needs of the 
sick and suftering and ignorant people He sent out 
His helpers on this mission of mercy. While still in 
the Seminary, preparing to preach, the students go 
out to nearby churches and hold services. It is good 
practice for them and it helps to fill vacant pulpits. 
The Twelve are sent on this mission to preach and 
cast out demons and heal. Today, with a slightly 
different emphasis, we send out men to do the same 
kind of work. 


Il. The Guilty Conscience 
Of Herod: 6:14-29. 


There are many different opinions about Jesus. 
Some said that He was Elijah; some, another pro- 
phet, or one of the prophets. Herod had his own 
theory: “But when Herod heard thereof, he said, It 
is John, whom I beheaded: he is risen from the 


dead.” 


There follows the account of the death of John 
the Baptist. The disciples of John would naturally 
turn to Jesus for comfort. We are told by Matthew 
that “his disciples came, and took up his body, and 
buried it, and went and to!d Jesus.” So, in this para- 
graph, we find Jesus meeting the need of these dis- 
ciples for comfort in bereavement. 


I feel that we ought not to leave this incident 
without noting the workings of a guilty conscience. 
Herod admired John and did not wish to kill him. 
He was caught in a trap while drunk, and was too 
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much of a moral coward to be a real man. Yielding 
to circumstances he committed a foul murder and 
his conscience troubled him. In some men conscience 
seems about dead, hardened and seared, but where 
conscience is alive it can make a man miserable. 


Ill. Need For Rest: 
6 :30-33. 


These few verses show us that Jesus recognized 
the fact, that, as human beings, we need rest for our 
bodies and minds. The disciples came back from 
their trip and reported to Him all that they had 
done and taught. He said: “Come ye yourselves 
apart into a desert place, and rest awhile.”’ He 
needed rest and so did they, for the crowds were 
thronging them. In Psalm 103 we read: “He 
knoweth our frame, He remembereth that we are 
dust.” Our Father and our Saviour both know all 
about human frailty and human needs. Men are 
sometimes unreasonable; they push us beyond our 
strength. Our God understands and meets this 
simple need of rest. He giveth His beloved both rest 
and sleep: His compassions fail not. “They departed, 
but the multitudes follow. The multitudes do not 
care. 


IV. Feeding The Five 
Thousand: 34-44. 


This is our Printed Text, and the main section 
for study. The importance of this miracle is shown 
by the fact that it is related in all four Gospels. 
(See Matt. 14; Luke 9; John 6). In John we are 
given the wonderful sermon which Jesus preached 
in connection with the miracle. It would be well to 
study this sermon in order to get the deeper lessons 
which may be learned. 


This miracle, too, is of tremendous importance 
because it shows the Saviour as Creator. He creates 
food, “All things were made by him and without 
him was not anything made that was made.” As 
Creator He exercises the prerogatives of God. Mir- 
acles of healing, of casting out demons, even of re- 
storing life, are not quite as conclusive as this mar- 
vellous display of creative power. 


There have been many foolish and futile attempts 
to explain away this stupendous manifestation of 
Divine power. The Modernist tries to do away with 
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all miracles, and all supernatural elements in Chris- 
tianity. If we have a Divine Saviour—and no other 
is a real Saviour—we may expect miracles. This is 
the natural thing; for with God the Supernatural is 
the Natural. If God is no wiser and no more 
powerful than man, then He is not God. 


This miracle was wrought because of Jesus’ com- 
passion for the multitude. Men react differently 
when faced with the multitudes. The dishonest man 
thinks, How can I rob them; How can I get what 
they have? The selfish man thinks, How can I use 
them for my own advancement! The ordinary man 
thinks, How can I get away from them? Jesus 
looked upon the multitudes and felt compassion ; 
How can I help them? 


The first way He helped them—met their needs— 
was by teaching them; He fed their minds, hearts, 
and souls. And after the miracle He taught them 
again, showing that the feeding of their spiritual 


nature was far more important than the feeding of 
their bodies. They needed a Shepherd. Their leaders 
were false shepherds, feeding thmselves, and not 
feeding the flock. The sheep were scattered, ig- 
norant, lost. (See Ezekiel 34; Jeremiah 23). 


But as evening came on He knew that they also 
needed food for their bodies. As a Man He knew 
what it meant to be hungry, thirsty, and tired. The 
disciples suggested that He send the multitudes 
away that they might buy food for themselves. He 
said, Give ye them to eat. Shall we go and buy? 
How many loaves have ye? Five and two fishes. He 
commanded them to sit in companies. God loves 
order. We see it manifested in Nature. 


He then takes, and blesses and breaks the loaves 
and fishes and divides it among them all. The whole 
multitude eats and is satisfied and twelve baskets are 
taken up of the fragments, that nothing be wasted. 
Although He created an abundance for all, He does 
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makes its debut APRIL 1. 

This NEW magazine will bring you each month information 
and inspiration. It’s packed with EFFECTIVE IDEAS, NEW 
METHODS, WORKABLE PLANS, and INFORMATIVE NEWS 


PARENTS will find WORKABLE PLANS in Action for leading youngsters to Christ, for 


teaching children how to pray and how to use the Bible. 


TEACHERS will discover that the NEW METHODS suggested in Action awaken more enthu- 


siasm in their classes. 

PASTORS can use the EFFECTIVE IDEAS in Action to rouse their congregations to a more 
united effort in making the Church a vital, dynamic force in the life of the entire com- 
munity. 

DOERS can keep posted on what other churches and the Board of Education are doing by 
reading the INFORMATIVE NEWS in Action. 


Don’t miss a single copy of PRESBYTERIAN ACTION! 
Published by the Board of Education, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Box 1176 — Richmond 9, Virginia. 
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WHAT WILL 


TO SPREAD THE WAY OF HOPE 


Week of Prayer and Self-Denial for World Missions 
January 28-Gelrmuary 


BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS e¢ PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 
P. O. BOX 330 © NASHVILLE, TENN. 


DO? 


IN A WORLD OF FEAR 


not want anything thrown away. The American 
people are the greatest wasters in the world, it 
would seem. May we not some day feel the need 
for much that we have wasted? Do we not already 
feel this need in some ways, our fine forests, fer in- 
stance, which were cut down and destroyed. The 
same thing may be true some day of our fertile 
fields, our deposits of coal and oil. The God of 
Creation says: “Take up the fragments, that nothing 
be lost.” 


On the morrow He preaches a great sermon. 
“Labor not for the food that perishes, but for the 
food that endures unto eternal life.” | am the bread 
which came down from heaven; if any man eat of 
that bread, he shall live forever. (Read and study 
the sixth chapter of John). 


V. He Walks On The 
Sea: 45-52. 


As was so often the case He departed into a 
mountain to pray. He saw from His place on land 
that the disciples were toiling in rowing and He 
comes to their help. The wind ceased when He got 
in the boat and they were “sore amazed.” This mir- 
acle of walking on the water frightened them. They 
seemed so slow to comprehend. The miracle of the 
feeding of the five thousand ought to have made 
them sure of His character but their hearts were 


hardened. Is this not equally true of those who can 
read about these wonders ‘He hath wrought,” and 
yet refuse to believe? Are there not many “hardened 
hearts today?” 


VI. Meeting Manifold 
Needs: 53-56. 


These verses contain another one of these “Sum- 
maries’ which are characteristic of Mark’s Gospel. 
It closes with the words: “And as many as touched 
Him were made whole.” Here is the cure for all 
our needs! Only “touch Him” by faith and our 
need is fully met. Lord, increase our faith! 


VII. Heart Religion: 
7 :1-23. 


The religion of the Pharisees was altogether on 
the outside, washing of cups and platters, of hands, 
and vessels and tables. They overlooked the inside, 
the heart. Not what goes into the body, but that 
which comes out of the heart, is what counts. Here, 
again, Jesus is meeting a great need. He clears away 
the unessential and reveals the true. May we never 
make our religion a mere catalog of the “traditions 
of men.” 


Men must be governed by God or they will be 


ruled by tyrants. 
—WILLIAM PENN 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


Vesper Topics For February 11: 


Introduction 


REV. W. G. FOSTER, D.D. 


Skull Practice 


This program is a call to rethink our attitudes toward people of other races and nationalities. We natur- 
ally, as Americans, have unconsciously developed a sense of superiority in relation to people of other color 
and culture, but the present situation in the world and in our own country, has suddenly brought us up with 
a jolt to realize that not only has our presumption been un-Christian, but it has also made enemies of peoples 


whom we now need as friends. 


Much thinking and writing is being done on this 
problem today and we have to move along very care- 
fully, lest we be led to one extreme or another. The 
best policy is to stick very close to the Scripture, and 
speak as they speak, and keep silent where they are 
silent. For the Scriptures as the Word of God have 
stood the test of time and the experience of the race. 


Scripture Lesson - Acts 10:17-33 


Presbyterian Youth suggests that a Bible study be 
placed at the heart of this program and recommends 
a study of the tenth chapter of Acts, and we present 
here an outline of that chapter that will give us the 
heart of what must be contained in our attitude to- 
wards other races. 


I. A Prepared Heart: 
Acts 10:1-8. 


In Caesarea in the days of the apostles, there was 
a Gentile named Cornelius. This man was not a 
Christian but he was a man of earnest spirit and 
one who reverenced God as he knew Him, and fol- 
lowed Him in prayer and service. With all of his 
earnest religion his spirit still was not satisfied and 
had not found the truth. One day God gave to him 
a vision of an angel of God coming to him and 
urging him to go to Joppa and make contact with 
one Simon Peter who was then visiting in the house 
of Simon the tanner. Immediately Cornelius obeved 
and sent a soldier to Joppa. 


Even as the Spirit of God prepared the heart of 
this Gentile for the coming of the Truth, so we find 
in our world today a-real spiritual hunger for 
Truth and light on the part of peoples of all cul- 
tures and countries. This spiritual hunger and de- 
sire for a fuller life constitutes the preparation of 
the hearts of people for Christ, who alone can feed 
and give the fuller life. 


Il. A Prepared Messenger: 
Acts 10:9-16. 


While the soldier was on the way to Joppa, Peter 
went up on the top of Simon’s house to keep his 
regular quiet hour. While there he received a vision 
of the heaven opened and a vessel descending to him 


filled with all kinds of beasts that had been declared 
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unclean by the ceremonial Law of Moses. The com- 
mand from heaven told Peter to rise and eat, but 
Peter refused because, he reminded the Lord, he had 
never eaten anything that was common or unclean. 
This vision was repeated two more times. Peter did 
not know exactly what it meant but it did create in 
his mind and heart a problem about which he was 
puzzled and over which he meditated. 


You and I tend to give to the traditions that have 
come down a rigidness and durability that makes us 
more or less content to accept things as they are. 
Before God can lead us into the newer things that 
He wants us to do in His kingdom, He has to begin 
to raise questions and problems in our hearts in 
order that He might break the pattern of things as 
we have known them and begin to examine them. 


III. A Prepared Contact: 
V 17-33 


While Peter was puzzling over what the vision 
meant, the messenger from Cornelius arrived. When 
they had given an account to Peter of how they had 
been sent, Peter immediately went with them to the 
house of Cornelius. When Peter met Cornelius, he 
explained his vision. In turn Cornelius told Peter 
about the vision and command that he had seen. As 
soon as the prepared messenger came into contact 
with a prepared heart, in a contact providentially . 
prepared by the Spirit of God, both Cornelius and 
Peter received a new light on their problem. 


So it must ever be, that as God plants the hunger 
in the heart of those who are different from us and 
plants questions in our own hearts about things as 
they are, He is setting the stage to bring our minds 
and hearts into personal contact with those with 
whom we differ and out of that personal contact 
will come new light and understanding for us both. 


IV. A Prepared Message: 
V 34-43 


(a) For all men - V 34 
(b) About one man - V 35-42 
(c) Concerning sin - V 43 
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When Peter gave his message, there were three 
things that characterized that message. First of all, 
there was a message for all men everywhere—no 
matter what their color, culture or country. Since 
the one message was for all men everywhere, then 
every individual man, no matter who he is, what he 
is, or where he is, is of equal worth and concern, 
and must have equal opportunities before God. In 
the second place, the message. was about one man, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the picture of what 
every man can and should be. In the third place, 
this message for all men about one man concerns 
how we may be cleansed from the pollution of sin 
and redeemed from its power. These three things 
must always be sounded in our relations with other 
nations and nationalities. All men are of equal worth 
and should have equal opportunities before God, but 
all these men cannot become what they should be 
and live as they ought until they have been cleansed 
from sin and made righteous by the power and pres- 
ence of Him who died and rose again. Christ in the 
heart is the only bridge that can span the gap of 
suspicion and misunderstanding that divides race 
from race, and class from class. Span the gap by any 
other bridge than Christ and you have not brought 
races to appreciate others, but you have only started 
a race riot. Span the gap in Christ and you have laid 
the foundations of love upon which all can build 
with mutual respect and understanding. 


V. A Prepared Result: 
V 44-48 


Out of this message delivered as a result of a con- 
tact of a prepared messenger with a prepared heart, 
we have the prepared result, the coming of the Holy 
Spirit upon those who heard and believed. Through 
the preaching of the gospel and the coming of the 
Spirit of the living God upon the hearts and lives of 
men, we create that sense of oneness and fellowship 
in love that we all know should be the normal ex- 
perience of our lives in the world, rather than the 
abnormal, feared thing. 


SUGGESTIONS 


Follow your outline in Presbyterian Youth and 
take time to study the tenth chapter of Acts and 
discuss how your group can make the kind of a con- 
tact described here. 


Read The Journal in '51 


Write For Our New 1951 Catalogue 
Of Evangelical Books 


Sent Free On Request 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


ANNUITY 
AGREEMENTS 


WITH THE 


BOARD OF ANNUITIES 
AND RELIEF 


AFFORD: 


(1) Sound Investment 
(2) Way To Help Others 


(3) Security For Yourself 


FOR FULL INFORMATION 
WRITE 


WADE H. BOGGS 
Executive Secretary 


WM. H. HOPPER 
Treasurer 


410 Urban Building 
Louisville (2) Kentucky 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Meeting Of Board Of 
Church Extension 


Decatur, Ga. (PN)At the opening session of 
the Board of Church Extension, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., in Atlanta, Ga., last week the Rev. 
Alex R. Batchelor, secretary of Negro Work asked 
the board to consider appropriating an additional 
$500,000 during 1951-52 for the purpose of assisting 
Negroes in building better churches throughout the 
South. 


Batchelor, who has been directing a series of 
Negro community surveys in seven southern states, 
said that the homes, stores and juke joints of 
Negroes are very similar to white homes, stores and 
juke joints, “but the average Negro church is totally 
inadequate and bears no resemblance to the average 
white church.” Surveys have been made in New 
Orleans, La., Memphis and Nashville, ‘Tenn., 
Greenville and Spartanburg, S. C., Orlando and 
Tallahassee, Fla., Richmond, Va., Jackson and 
Meridian, Miss., and Winston-Salem, N. C. 


In asking the board to consider making the new 
appropriation Batchelor also reported that of the ten 
million Negroes in the south, only 44 per cent are 
members of any church. He said 22 per cent of the 
people in the south are Negroes, but that only one- 
half per cent of the membership of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. is Negro. 


“It will not be easy or simple to face this evangel- 
istic challenge of the millions of Negroes at our 
door,” he said, “but we cannot erase our responsi- 
bility for preaching the gospel to all people.” 


Batchelor said a training school for Negro sum- 
mer conference directors would be held in Atlanta 
February 1-2 at the Butler St. Y. M. C. A. and that 
at this meeting final plans for five state Negro 
Youth conferences would be cleared. 


The board heard reports from the divisions of 
evangelism, Christian relations, home missions, radio 
and finance. Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, executive sec- 
retary, said that all approved requests for appro- 
priations would go to the Church's General Council 
meeting May | for final consideration. 


At the closing session of the Board of Church 
Extension, Presbyterian Church, U. §. in Atlanta 
today Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, secretary of home 
missions, recommended that $100,000 be raised in 
May of this vear to step up the Church’s defense 
service, a program of maintaining contact with 
Presbyterian soldiers, sailors, and chaplains in the 
armed forces. 

The board passed Pritchard’s recommendation 
but will have to submit a similar request to the 
church’s General Council before the money can 
actually be raised. Although the defense service 
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work has not been interrupted since the end of 
World War II, it has been operating on a peacetime 
budget of only $17,000 a year. Dr. Pritchard said 
a full-time director will be called again almost 
immediately, and that letters from service men over- 
seas indicate the urgent need for maintaining a 
closer tie with men away from home. 


Dr. Vernon H. Broyles, executive secretary of the 
board, explained that the defense service council 
receives monthly reports on the work of Presby- 
terian chaplains, publishes a newsletter to chaplains, 
developes special reading and worship materials for 
service men, and procures the services of ministers 
for the chaplaincy He said the council maintains an 
up-to-date list of all Presbyterians in the service 
everywhere and that letters of encouragement and 
other materials are made available to the men in 
posts, camps and stations in this country and over- 
sCas. 

Dr. James M. Carr, secretary of the board’s 
town and country church department, outlined plans 
for a south-wide evangelistic and enrichment pro- 
yram to include country pastors’ institutes in four 
seminaries and a number of briefing sessions to train 
over 600 guest leaders who will help small, out-ot- 
the-way churches improve their local programs. Carr 
said two-thirds of the Presbyterian churches in the 
south have fewer than 100 members. 


The Board authorized the Home Missions Divi- 
sion to employ a Secretary for the Department of 
Sunday School Extension. Dr. Carr, who has been 
heading both the Department of ‘Town and Country 
Church and the Sunday School Extension Depart- 
ment, stated that the pressure of work in the two 
departments makes it imperative that a permanent 
secretary be emploved if the work is to continue in 
Sunday School Extension. Dr. Broyles said a definite 
answer had not yet been received from Dr. H. 
Kerr Taylor, Miledgeville, Ga., who has been call- 
ed by the Board to be the new Secretary of the 
D.vision of Church Relations. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN Hour 
“The Call Of Christ And His Church” 


Sunday, Feb. 4 
Topic: 


“GOD IS LOVE” 


Dre. W. T. THompson 
Speaker During 
February 


Consult Station 
For Ttime 
Write For Copies 
Of Messages 
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